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From the very beginning the LASD
lwummdﬂ::nmmm Herees Air
Show, notes Volunteer Exécutive
DMr[m! ‘Pales. "fr firct,” Paules
lhllﬁﬁ'&hﬁngi gemests of the progrie
ﬁﬁﬂl b very enthisiostic Aero
Bureas wher [ called theme abous partic-
ipating in L. some kind of elicopter air |
showe.. and from that peird forward, we.
wene able ta garner o loe of support from
other agencies becase we could sy, “LASD
Aerg Bureu is going to be therel” Paules
notes that the support and leadership rom
Caprain Jim DiGiovanna from Acro
Bureau has been the driving force behind
their ability to
BUPPGr COminms-
nity events, “Thar
witd back i che
ofid days when the
event was fitled
‘Anserican Giants
- Celebwation of
Hierores Adr Showy™
Paules noted and
added that the
title “American
Heroes Ar Show™
came about as a
far sumpler,
SIPONECT  Name
for the event. *1 can always recogaize the old Himers
because they aall rme each pear and ask abasr the
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American Giants pvent,” he added. Rttt ;

As the event has grown and evolved, several
stanidards have emerged. One traditional favorite
of the evemt i the annual trading cards. which
feature the helicopters of different participating
agencies around thie Southland. The concept has
ahwzrys been to give the cands oway during the event
Lo kicti whio can then get pilots o sutograph the
cands. Mot surprisingly, an LASD Acro Bureao
aircraft was featured on the very lirst ol what has
now become a highly sought after series of cards.
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Dither cards - Genvo o @ B"%
over the yeais :
have fealured USMC
Sikorsky GH-53, LA County Fire Diepariment’s Firelawk, the TLS. Coast
tiuard Dalphin and Jayhavk plus sirerat from Veniura Cownty Sherifls;
LAPDY and several other agencies.

Although there have been 16 cards produced over the years, Faules
will admit 1o one favorite from the bunch, "It was ome of the 2001 series
carels where we featnred Aevo Burean's Sikorsky H-3 Sea King swhich fead
been recensty refurivished aad par inm service as the ATR 5 Resoue ship,”
Paules recounted. T had an enlurged version of the trading cand with me
during the dedivation of the chip and b it aeciographed by some VIP™ The

|:zn.1. featuires the signatures of Sheeifl Lee
a, Aero-Bureaw’s Captain Jim DiGio-

-k 1|, k‘ vanna, Mr. Sergei Sikorsky along with
retired LASD deputies and Aero Burean

M k' 2 J__ hg‘ﬂm icens Harry janu and H:uld}' Bresnick.
Ry T “Tt's ot kecper.” Paules admits.
o a - . - i i m. £

~~ _ LASD HAS ALWAYS LANDED
MORE THAN AIRCRAFT AT
THE HERDES EVENT.

As the event has grown several distine
suh-gections or clements have become
formakized - such as the SAR TEAMI
element. Search and Rescuz units from
many of the LASE reserve bureaus have
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supporied this event element over the vears with displays of unique vehi-
cles, gear layours and technical rescues/rope demonsirations. Additionally,
it's an opporunity 1o recruit for members and distribute familv/outdoor
safety tips 1o the community. “I¢’s been a read privilege for us fo introduce these
feams fo the community,” Paules admits, “It’s an imporiant event goal 1o ler
people know that mary of the uniformed SAR team members they meet are
reserve volun feers wite are going irto arnss way out of a seetse of duey to the
catmrniry rather than @ paycheck.”

A LARGE FOOTPRINT

Another influence LAST has had on the event is their significant
recruiting efforts cach year. “Their recrudting teant needs a bigspace,” Paules
explains, “They do a great job of bringing out SWAT, ESD as well as Bowib
Squad and motrited units to support the recrufting e Froto this infle-
ence, Paules ultimately crcated the Code 3 Capeer Fair - another element
tor the Heroes event. *We siifl offer frée space to recruiting teams from public
safety, the military and goverament service,” he savs, indicating that it has
grown to be the largest admission- free career event for law enforcement in
the region generating participation from Porthand, Orregon, Las Vegas and
Phoenix areas.

Fenar-footid heroes are also hoored during e evest for their work with LASD
Counuiree SAR teas,

LASD ROARS INTO THE 2002 AMERICAN HERODES AIR
SHOW

In addition to the usual outstanding level of support from the LASD
family, the 2003 event will also welcome members of LEMA - the Law
Enforcemem Motorcycle Assnciation in their debut appearance. Under the
leadership of Prisident Bocky Fortner, LEMA will take advantage of free
spice at the event for fundraising, membership development and gencrally
1o show off their members’ cool motoreyetes. LEMA members are invited
to participate in the Rl e Rescue Code 3 caravan arrival into the event
which is produced in conjunction with the Crown Firecoach Enthusiass
| www.crownfirecoach.org| and the Southern California Professional Car
Socicty [www.pessocalorgl, an organization that will be concluding their
own national owners meet at the Heroes event this vear, Readers can learn
more about the non-profit missicn of LEMA at ther Web site:
www.lemasocal.org

The Lt year anniversary is also significant because it is the first year
the event has been held ot a different lecation. Sergeant Martin L, Jackson
with the Texas TIPS and a regional director with the Airborne Law Enforce-
ment Association will be producing the Texas-sized version of the Amcy
ican Heroes Air Show on May 17 in the Midland/Odessa area of western
Texas.

The Ametican Heroes Air Show is admission free to the community due
1o site support from the City of Los Angeles, City Council President Alex

LASDY Maliby Mowntain Reseue and Vertura Conendy SherifTs team up d0
‘sporkes” out @ velunters victing‘event producer from the roof of the Museum of
Flying ar the Sauta Moo Afrport,

Padilta and the Department of Recreation and Parks as well as the US. Army
Corps of Engingers.

The event is managed by a coalition of valunteers w educate the commu-
nity, the media, appointed managers and elected officials as to the eritical
role |'|;'|iu|]111:|'.\ i:ll;l:.- i Comumunity service, homeland defense and
COTATETOE.
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The Hansen Dam Recreation Area is easily reachad
via the Osborne Avenue exit from the Foathill {210
Freeway in the Lake View Terrace Area of the San

Fernando Valley,

Saturday, 19 July 2003
Public event hours 9 am. to 4 p.m.
Free Admission & Parking
Hansen Dam Racreation Area -

Lake View Terrace, California

PS. The aircraft arrivals commence at 0710,

Find driving directions to the
site and event details at;
www.heroes-airshow.com

Event hotline: {(818) 347 - 4577 or
i -_mait_.'lirn Paules at Jim@heroes-airshow.com,
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Editors note: Ever since the staff of the LASD Star News (a publication of
the Sheriffs Relief Association of Los Angeles County) graciously ran the
profile of the American Heroes Air Show in May 2003, I've have a number of
calls about the trading cards which are referenced in the article.

For those of you in law enforcement, public safety or other community
services who may be thinking about trading cards as a way to promote your
organization's mission or recognize special team members, here is the
contact information for the company that makes our cards. -- Jim

Mint Cards, Inc.

Ms. Cyndi Brewer

1777 Bellflower Blvd.
Suite 100

Long Beach, CA 90815
562.961.5583 office
562.961-5591 business
CyndiB@mintcards.cc






